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The Project Outcomes Report
is Available on Research.gov

The Project Outcomes Report for the General Public is a required report, written 
by Principal Investigators (PIs) specifically for the public, to provide insight into the 
outcomes of National Science Foundation (NSF)-funded research. The America 
COMPETES Act (ACA) of 2007, Section 7010, requires that research outcomes and 
citations of published documents resulting from research funded, in whole or in part, 
by NSF be made available to the public in a timely manner and electronic format. The 
Project Outcomes Report is available to the public through Research.gov’s Research 
Spending & Results service. Research Spending & Results provides transparent 
and open access to award information by offering a complete picture of the award, 
including: award details, award abstract at the time of award, citations of publications 
resulting from the award, and now the outcomes of funded research.

The Project Outcomes Report for the General Public is:
- Required for new awards made or existing awards that receive funding amendments on or after January 4, 
2010

- Prepared and submitted by the Principal Investigator (PI) or co-PI using Research.gov within 90 days 
following award expiration

- Posted for public viewing exactly as submitted by the PI/co-PI without review or approval by NSF, and 
accompanied by a disclaimer*

- Established in NSF policy in the January 2010 Proposal and Awards Policies and Procedures Guide, see 
http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/policydocs/pappguide/nsf10_1/nsf10_1.pdf for more information 

Submitting the Project Outcomes Report on Research.gov 
PIs/co-PIs use Research.gov to submit a Project Outcomes Report that:

- Briefly summarizes the outcomes of the award (200–800 words)



- Is written for the general public in clear, comprehensible language

- Describes the project outcomes or findings that address the intellectual merit and broader impacts of the 
work as defined in the NSF merit review criteria

- Includes up to six images (images are optional)

- Is posted exactly as submitted by the PI/co-PI with a disclaimer*

*“This Project Outcomes Report for the General Public is displayed verbatim as submitted by the Principal Investigator (PI) for this award. Any opinions, 

findings, and conclusions or recommendations expressed in this Report are those of the PI and do not necessarily reflect the views of the National Science 

Foundation; NSF has not approved or endorsed its content.”

View Project Outcomes Reports Using Research Spending & Results
- The Project Outcomes Report enables the public to easily learn more about the nature and impacts 
of research being funded with their tax dollars. The public searches for submitted reports online through 
Research.gov’s Research Spending & Results service, which:

- Displays Project Outcomes Reports, along with key award information, on the award detail page to offer a 
comprehensive picture of NSF awards

- Provides the ability to search for NSF awards by a variety of criteria, such as fields of research and 
education, awardee, award ID, and Congressional District where the award was made

Research Spending & Results gives the public access to information 
that provides the full picture of an NSF-funded award in one location by 
providing:

- Funded award amount

- Abstracts at the time of the award

- Award information (Congressional District, awardee name, etc.)

- Citations of publications

- Nature and outcomes of the award 
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A New Adhesive That's Even Better 
than a Gecko's Toes

Researchers Produce More Efficient 
Solar Cells

Scientists Discover Relationship 
amongst Distant Galaxies

These examples are illustrative of future Project Outcomes Reports, but are not real reports

PIs/co-PI’s can 

creatively showcase 

their work by 

uploading images 

with the report! 


